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Immigration bills rejected 


Dreamers in limbo 
as Senate, Trump 
locked in stalemate 

ALAN FRAM AND KEVIN FREKING 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - The Senate 
left hundreds of thousands of 
“Dreamer" immigrants in limbo 
Thursday, rejecting rival plans 
that would have spared them from 


deportation and strengthened the 
nation's border security. Senators 
dealt President Donald Trump an 
especially galling defeat as more 
than a quarter of fellow Repub¬ 
licans abandoned him on an is¬ 
sue that helped propel him to the 
White House. 

Also defeated was a plan by 
a bipartisan group of senators 
who offered a compromise that 
would have shielded the young 
immigrants, financed Trump's 


demands for money to build his 
coveted border wall with Mexico 
and tightened restrictions on le¬ 
gal immigration in general. Eight 
Republicans joined most Demo¬ 
crats in backing that plan, but it 
fell short after the White House 
threatened a veto and GOP leaders 
opposed it. 

The day's votes, in which four 
separate proposals were defeated, 
illustrated anew Congress' steep 
challenge in striking a deal on an 


issue that's proven intractable for 
years and on which each party's 
most fervent supporters refuse to 
budge. The outcome suggested 
there maybe no permanent solu¬ 
tion soon to help the Dreamers, 
who were brought to the U.S. as 
children, despite their sky-high 
support in public polling. 

The Senate votes left the young 
immigrants facing a March 5 
deadline that Trump has given 
Congress for restoring the De¬ 


ferred Action for Childhood Ar¬ 
rivals program, or DACA, that he 
annulled last year. Federal courts 
have blocked him temporarily 
from dismantling the Obama-era 
initiative, but without congres¬ 
sional action the immigrants will 
face growing risks of deportation 
as their protections expire. 

“Dreamers" are immigrants 
who were brought to the U.S. as 
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SHOCKING STATISTICS 
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Frankie Tso holds a sign Wednesday evening during a candlelight vigil in Heritage Square for Nicole Joe, who 
died following an alleged beating from her boyfriend. 

Vigil for Nicole Joe draws 
domestic violence stories 



I 

People stand in a circle Wednesday afternoon as snow and rain fall on 
Heritage Square during a candlelight vigil for Nicole Joe. 


FLORIDA SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Warning signs 
might have 
been missed 


Abuse of Native 
women widespread 
and underreported 

SUZANNE ADAMS-OCKRASSA 

Sun Staff Reporter 

A group of more than 30 peo¬ 
ple gathered at Heritage Square 
in the falling snow Wednesday 
evening. 

They were there with signs and 
candles to remember Nicole Joe 
and all of the other Native Amer¬ 
ican mothers, sisters, aunts, 
cousins and female friends who 
have been injured or killed due to 
domestic violence. 

Joe died on Christmas Day 
after her boyfriend, Vaughn Se- 
umptewa, allegedly beat her and 
left her outside in the cold for 
several hours before dragging 
her inside an apartment, where 
she later died. 

Joe's sister, Sarafina “Sophie" 
Joe, and Joe's aunt spoke at the 
vigil about how Joe liked to tell 
jokes and how she was trying to 


get her life back on track. 

Sophie said the family is still in 
shock over her sister's death and 
the fact that Seumptewa has only 
been charged with aggravated 
assault. 

“It's been 52 days since my sis¬ 
ter was stolen from our family," 
Sophie said. “Our hearts have 


not stopped aching. We're still 
in disbelief." 

She spoke about how her sister 
loved her children and was doing 
everything she could to get her 
life back on track in order to give 
them the best life she could. 

Please see VIGIL, Page A7 


Suspect bought rifle, 
joined paramilitary, 
threatened others 

KELLI KENNEDY 

Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. - Months 
before authorities say Niko¬ 
las Cruz walked into his former 
high school and slaughtered 17 
people, the troubled teen began 
showing what may have been 
warning signs he was bent on 
violence. 

“Im going to be a professional 
school shooter," a YouTube user 
with the screen name “Nikolas 
Cruz" posted in September. 

The 19-year-old got expelled 
last year from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School for undis - 
closed disciplinary reasons. And 
less than a year ago, the former 
Junior ROTC cadet bought a mil¬ 
itary-style AR-15 rifle. 


Drills, alerts and 
police patrols help 

EMERY COWAN 

Sun Staff Reporter 

Students in the Flagstaff Uni¬ 
fied School District go through 
randomly timed drills multiple 
times a year to practice for school 
shootings like the one that took 
place in a South Florida high 
school on Wednesday. 

Students, teachers and all 
other staff are taught to “shelter 
in place," or stay where they are, 
lock the door and cover any win¬ 
dows during an active shooter 


As investiga¬ 
tors tried to es¬ 
tablish the mo¬ 
tive for Wednes¬ 
day's shooting 
rampage, stu¬ 
dents and neigh¬ 
bors portrayed 
Cruz as an often 
strange and hos¬ 
tile figure who threatened others, 
talked about killing animals, and 
posed with guns in disturbing 
photos on social media. 

“I think everyone had in their 
minds if anybody was going to 
do it, it was going to be him," 
17-year-old Dakota Mutchler 
said after Cruz was identified 
as the gunman in the nation's 

Please see SHOOTER, Page A7 


■ INSIDE: Sheriff’s report: 
Suspect confessed to Florida 
school attack | A7 


situation, district spokeswoman 
Karin Eberhard said. 

“We're unfortunately very 
well-practiced," Eberhard said. 

The schools also have an es¬ 
tablished system to notify em¬ 
ployees of a shelter-in-place 
situation, Eberhard said. Spe¬ 
cial words are used and the alert 
“may or may not" be commu¬ 
nicated on the school's loud¬ 
speaker system, she said. 

Eberhard said she didn't want 
to share too many details about 
school practices because of 
the concern that it would help 

Please see SCHOOLS, Page A7 


How Flagstaff schools 
prepare for shooters 
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■ See more photos of the NAU swim and dive team getting 
ready for the WAC meet 
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